
 

  

Welcome to the 20
 
 

Greetings from the Tournament Chair
Sally Rewbotham  

 

Bridge Building 

 
Welcome back! Last year was our transition from 
the Royal York to the Doubletree by Hilton. Some 
welcomed the change and others were upset by the 
move. Most of you, however, gave us the chance 
to test out the new venue and judge for yourselves. 
Most of the feedback provided was positive but 
there were suggestions from you. For example, try 
to get the senior events nearer the washrooms. Let 
us know if this year is better.  
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Last year was our transition from 
the Royal York to the Doubletree by Hilton. Some 
welcomed the change and others were upset by the 
move. Most of you, however, gave us the chance 

st out the new venue and judge for yourselves.  
provided was positive but 

there were suggestions from you. For example, try 
to get the senior events nearer the washrooms. Let 

Some asked for a snack bar
available for the pool tournament that was being 
held here. This year, we have dedicated $$$ to 
subsidizing the snack bar instead of running a 
hospitality suite every night. We hope that you 
will frequent the snack bar and, when the 
tournament ends, we will examine the “bang for 
the buck” from this use of our hospitality budget. 
 
There is a hospitality suite open on Friday and 
Saturday night after the evening sessions. Take the 
elevator to the 12th floor and join us as we enjoy 
some good fellowship and examine who bid what 
on which boards! 
 
Have fun everyone. Play well and remember, play 
nice! 
 
Sally Rewbotham,  
Tournament Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Read the Daily Bulletin everyday for great articles by 
Bobby Wolff, Ross Taylor, and an in depth interview 
with John Carruthers.  You will also be able to read the 
daily bulletins on the Unit 166 website, 
http://www.unit166.ca. 
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Today’s Events 
 

Bracketed KO 1 (1st & 2nd sessions) 1:00 & 7:00PM
Stratified Open Pairs 1:00 & 7:00PM
Afternoon Side Game Series 1:00PM
Evening Side Game Series 7:00PM
Evening Swiss Teams 7:00PM
 
Intermediate-Newcomer Events (Separate Sessions) 
 
0-49er Pairs 1:00PM
Stratified 299er Pairs 1:00PM
0-49er Pairs 7:00PM
Stratified 299er Pairs 7:00PM
  

Tomorrow’s (Wednesday’s) Events 
 
Morning Bracketed KO (1st session) 9:30AM
Morning Side Game Series 9:30AM
Senior Swiss Teams 10AM & 3PM
Bracketed KO 1 (3rd & 4th sessions) 1:00 & 7:00PM
Bracketed KO 2 (1st & 2nd sessions) 1:00 & 7:00PM
Stratiflighted1 Swiss Teams 1:00 & 7:00PM
Afternoon Side Game Series 1:00PM
Evening Side Game Series 7:00PM
Evening Swiss Teams 7:00PM
 
 
Intermediate-Newcomer Events (Separate Sessions) 
 
0-49er Pairs 1:00PM
Stratified 299er Pairs 1:00PM
0-49er Pairs 7:00PM
Stratified 299er Pairs 7:00PM
 

Stratification  
 

1 - Stratiflighted Events – A/X Separate 
A=3000+, X=0-3000, B=1000-2000, C=500-1000, 
D=0-500 

2 - Stratified Events 
A=2000+, B=1000-2000, C=0-1000 

3 - 7 matches of 8 boards  
4-  GNT Qualifier 

A=5000+, x=0-5000, B=0-2000, C=0-500 
If any member of your team is a life master, your team must 
play in the Open, A, or B flight for GNT Qualification. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mid-Chart Conventions 
 

The Mid-Chart conventions are only permitted in: 
o the top bracket of the Bracketed KOs 
o the Percy Sheardown KOs 
o Flight A/X Sunday Swiss 

 
GNT District Final  

 
On Sunday April 4th, as part of the Sunday Swiss, the top 
team in each flight, where all members of the team are 
members in good standing of the ACBL and District 2, will 
get the right to represent the district at the national finals of 
the event in New Orleans at this summer’s NABC.  See the 
district website for complete details, including masterpoint 
details at www.acbldistrict2.org.  
 

 
 

Partnership Desks 
Open & Intermediate-Newcomers (I-N) 

 

 
 

Louise McNeely is in charge of the partnership desk this 
year.  Be sure to register with Louise if you need a partner.  
The sooner the better.  Lorna Johnson is the I-N Chair.  She 
can often be found at the I-N partnership desk.  Otherwise, 
speak to anyone with a badge indicating a tournament 
committee member with any problems or questions.  Both 
desks will be open for approximately one hour before each 
and every session. 
 

Online Partnership Desk 
 

Looking for a partner for the New Orleans NABC?  Or for a 
Unit 166 Sectional or Regional tournament?  Then give the 
“Online Partnership Desk” a try! It’s fun, and extremely 
easy to use! 

Goto http://www.unit166.ca, and click the link for the 
online partnership desk. 

Each “Online Partnership Desk” website contains full 
instructions to assist you in using the program – hope to see 
you there soon! 



Taylor Place - Don’t let the label scare you 

David Cohen logs many hours on behalf of District 
2 bridge, and in fact is the person responsible for these daily 
bulletins we will be enjoying this week. I was therefore 
pleased when David recently sent me a hand he declared 
and made on a squeeze that is so rare, we debated for days 
afterwards about what to call it. But first, here's the hand : 
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The contract was 5 D by David (South). East had opened 
1D, David doubled; West bid 2H; North passed; East bid 
4H; and David's 5D bid won the auction. 

The QH was led. David ruffed, and played a small spade to 
the dummy. East won the spade queen, and returned a 
diamond. David won the diamond in hand; played the spade 
ace, and ruffed a spade (East playing the king). 

Next David ruffed a heart back to his hand and ran off all 
his diamonds till he only had one left. This was the 
position:��
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Now David led a club towards the dummy. He ducked 
completely, forcing East to win the king. East had nothing 
but hearts left in his hand, and as he led one, David ruffed, 
while concurrently West was squeezed by his partner's play! 

A spade discard would establish David's 6, and a club 
discard would create a winner of the ten in dummy. 5 
diamonds bid and made! 

Originally, the protagonists thought they had witnessed a 
Stepping Stone Squeeze. That didn't sound right to me - I 
did a little digging, and found the terms Suicide Squeeze, or 
perhaps Cannibal Squeeze. (who thinks these things up??) 

The last word goes to Andy Stark, who said it looked and 
smelt like a Fraternal Squeeze – That sounds right to me. 
 
Ross Taylor is an avid card player and blogger who writes 
about his adventures in poker, blackjack, and bridge. 
Check out his bridge blog at 
http://rosstaylor.bridgeblogging.com.  
You can reach him at rosstaylor999@hotmail.com. 

 
 

Canadian Bridge Championships 
 
May 29-June 5, 2010 at the Holiday Inn, 7095 
Woodbine Ave, Markham.  Details at www.cbf.ca. 
 
Prequalifed/Preregistered Events – CNTC Flight A, CNTC 
Flight B, CWTC and COPC. 
 
No Prequalification/Preregistration Events (Must be a CBF 
Member to play in CSTC and CIPC, purchase entry onsite):  
CANADIAN SENIOR TEAMS (CSTC)  –  
Wednesday, June 2 - Saturday, June 5, 2010 
All team members must be born in 1950 or earlier 
Guaranteed two days of play 
CANADIAN IMP PAIRS (CIPC)  –  
Thursday, June 3, 2010 
Stratified event with cash prizes for overall winners 
SWISS TEAMS – Saturday, June 5, 2010 
Stratified two session regionally rated Swiss teams 
 
 

Restaurant Guide 

 
The following local restaurants are supporting our 
tournament and are also offering discounts as shown 
below.  Discount applies to food only.  Just show your 
convention card to receive the discount. 

Boston Pizza, 5 Carlson Court 15% 
Canyon Creek Chophouse, 25 Carlson Court 15% 
Tony Roma’s, 10 Carlson Court 15% 
Jack Astor’s, 25 Carlson Court 15% 
Montana’s, 15 Skyway 10% 
Milestones (across the street from the hotel) 15% 
Note:  Discounts apply only to regularly priced items.  By law, 
they cannot offer discounts on alcoholic beverages. 



Bobby Wolff Blog 
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Opening Lead: 5̈ 
 
Today’s deal shows Geir Helgemo declaring a delicate 
three no-trump in a team contest. The diamond five 
was led, and dummy’s diamond 10 took the first trick. 
Try to play it yourself before looking at the East-West 
cards. 
  
It is important to remember that at teams or at rubber 
bridge, making the contract is paramount. At pairs, one 
should maybe consider trying for overtricks — but not 
today. 
  
The point is that if clubs break in unfriendly fashion, 
the contract might be at risk. Imagine that after 
dummy’s diamond 10 holds, you cash the two top 
clubs. You will be in trouble if the queen does not fall, 
since although a third round of clubs sets up the suit, 
the opponents may find the killing switch to a heart. 
Declarer has only eight tricks, and communication 
between the North and South hands is terrible. 
Declarer will need to guess the position very well to 
come home now. But can you see a way to bring home 
nine tricks without guessing, or relying on good luck? 
  
At the table the game contract was wrapped up in no 
time at all. At trick two Helgemo simply called for the 
club jack from dummy! Now the defenders could do 
whatever they wanted, but they could not find any way 
to give declarer a problem. He had created entries back 
to his own hand to drive out the diamond ace and 
collect another diamond trick, his ninth. 
 
Check out Bobby Wolff’s blog at 
http://bobbywolff.bridgeblogging.com and MasterPoint 
Press’s other blogs at http://www.bridgeblogging.com 
 
 

Hospitality and Snack Bar 
 

 
The hospitality room will be open on Friday and  
Saturday after the Open events, around 10:00 p.m.  It is 
located on the 12th floor.  Drinks & snacks will be 
served.   
 
We are subsidizing the prices at the snack bar.  Make 
sure you get your drinks, coffees, cakes and other 
assorted snacks from the snack bar, everyday of the 
tournament 
 

Bridge Books and Supplies 
 

 

 
 

Vince Oddy is the official supplier of bridge supplies 
to Unit 166.  Vince has a large selection of new, used 
and half-price books and magazines like Bridge World 
on display at his stand on the Convention Floor.  This 
tournament Vince will be offering a $5 book special 
with a new book every day of the Regional.  When you 
return home, visit his website at www.vinceoddy.com 
for monthly specials. 
 
Today’s Special: The Golden Rules of Constructive 
Bidding 

 
Bingo .... going ..... gone! 

 
My plan was to run Bingo games after the bridge games 
each evening from Tuesday – Friday to add some different 
fun and to raise $$ for the 2011 NABC being hosted here in 
Toronto. Unfortunately, I can’t do it .... a silly little issue of 
it being against the law!  
I apologize to all of you who were really looking forward to 
this, and that includes me. I thought it would be fun to have 
some silliness after the serious business of playing bridge. 
Maybe I can get this approved for next year. Again, I’m 
sorry about this. 
 
Sally Rewbotham 
 



John Carruthers Interview 
 
John Carruthers (JC) is well known as the editor of The 
Kibitzer, but some of us are perhaps unaware of his rich 
legacy and contributions to the game of bridge. John 
himself has conducted and published many interviews over 
the years, and we thought it was high time the tables were 
turned and we all got a chance to learn and know more 
about�JC.�

 
Love of the game 

 
How much of what you do is from love of the game, 
versus giving back to the game? 
 
I love bridge and it has given me a lot, best of which is 
Katie. Much of what I do for the game is both a labor 
of love and giving something back. For example, in the 
two years running up to the World Junior 
Championship, I worked so hard it was like having two 
full-time jobs. The writing and editing I do now is 
similar, although I get reimbursed almost enough to 
cover my bridge expenses. 
 
How about a list of regular partners you have had 
over the years? 
 
I’ve had almost as many bridge partners as the number 
of times Eric Murray has heard the Italian National 
Anthem at World Championships! My first partners 
were at Mt. Allison University - Karl Hicks was the 
most notable. Upon graduation, I came to Toronto and 
played regularly with Doug Robinson, Mike 
Hennessey, David Deaves and Bruce Ferguson.  
 
John Guoba was my first serious partner, followed by 
David Lindop, Ted Horning, Drew Cannell, Joey 
Silver and PO Sundelin. I’ve also played a lot with 
Danny Gerstman, Allan Graves, Eric Murray, and 
Howard Weinstein. During the 1970s and 1980s there 
was a group of us who all played together in every 
lineup: Guoba, Gerstman, Gord Chapman, Marty Kirr, 
John Gowdy, Michael Roche and others. 
 
When you go to the Nationals, which pairs do you 
not want to sit down against in a team game and 
why? 
 
That’s an interesting question. I always like to play 
against the best pairs and am always eager to play with 
the match on the line – to me that is the most fun. I 
love to play against Hamman-Wolff (or Hamman 
playing with Soloway (now deceased) or Zia), 

Meckwell, Balicki-Zmudzinski, Sontag-Weichsel, 
Duboin-Sementa, Versace-Lauria and Fantoni-Nunes. 
Of course, sometimes, these wishes are for naught as 
these pairs did not get to be the best in the world by 
losing to the likes of me very often, but I love the 
challenge and over the years I’ve held my own against 
them. 
 

 
The photo is from my first Regional, the 1968 Can-At in St. John 
NB – I was 21. Babe Batten, Karl Hicks and Ralph Fisher and I 
came second in the KO Teams despite having less than 100 MP 
among us. We lost to a team containing Frank Wescott, who had 
about 10,000 MP at the time. 
 

Continued on Next Page 



JC- cont’d 
 
And for a pairs game? 
 
Ah, in a pairs game it’s different. There you might play 
against one or two top pairs per session, a bunch of average 
pairs and some not-so-good pairs. There it’s a question of 
taking advantage of and creating opportunities. Ted Horning 
was great at that aspect of the game. But I’d still rather play 
in the Cavendish, the Blue Ribbon or the LM Pairs than a 
lesser event. 
 
Are you a student of the game John? Do you have a 
large bridge library? Do you read everything you 
can get your hands on – or do you dwell on your 
books and magazines from the past? 
 
I am a student of the game. I have a large bridge 
library which includes every world championship book 
ever produced. I have a lifetime subscription to The 
Bridge World, and at one time or another I subscribed 
to Bridge, International Popular Bridge Monthly, 
Bridge Today, Popular Bridge, Australian Bridge, NZ 
Bridge, South African Bridge Bulletin, Bridz (Poland), 
Dansk Bridge (Denmark) and a few others. As editor 
of the Kibitzer and the IBPA Bulletin I receive a lot of 
review copies of current titles, especially as I am on 
the jury of the Master Point Press Book of the Year 
award. 
 
Do you still enjoy the debate and discussion post 
mortems as much as when you were younger or are 
you more interested in just playing? 
 
I’ve gone through three phases in my bridge career in 
which one aspect of the game has been more important 
than the others: (1) problem solving, (2) winning and 
(3) sociability. I’ve been in phase 3 for about 25 years 
now, and strangely, it has not adversely affected the 
other two aspects, and perhaps they are even more 
successful. So, yes, I still enjoy the post mortems and 
the sociability of bridge, I just can’t stay awake until 
2:00 a.m. to partake any longer. 
 
Do you have any tips? 
 
I have two simple tips, the first for the player who 
wants to improve: count, count, count; and the second 
for the player who aspires to play successfully 
internationally: read, read, read. 
 
 
Continued Tomorrow 
 

Prizes & Prize Desk 
 

 
 
The Prize Desk is next to the Registration booth on the 
first floor.  It will be open from Wednesday through 
Sunday approximately 1 hour before each session.  
Please collect your section tops and overall prizes.  
Trophies for 0-20 winners will be presented after the 
game at the playing site. 
 
 

Registration Desk 
 

 
This desk is located on the main floor.  Please stop by 
the registration booth at the bottom of the escalators 
and pick up your registration package. 
 
 

New Life Masters/First Time Regional Winners 
 

 
 
We will be delighted to include pictures of players who 
fall into one of these categories.  Please let your 
achievement be known to the Registration Desk or the 
Daily Bulletin Editor, David Cohen.  Our cameras are 
ready and waiting! 
 

 



Toronto NABC  

 

 
 

Mark the dates July 21-31, 2011, on your calendars! 
 
Toronto will host the North American Bridge 
Championships at the Royal York and Sheraton Centre 
Hotels. Players from across North America and around 
the world are coming to Toronto. This may be the best 
bridge tournament ever! 
 
You can help make it so. The NABC Planning Team is 
looking for volunteers who want to get involved. 
Volunteer forms are available at the NABC desk. 
Please complete one and get involved! 

 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities 
 
Put your company or your name on our website.  
Partner the Toronto NABC event by sponsoring one of 
our evening events.  
Provide the funding for the Intermediate/Novice events 
and hospitality.  
Provide players with their registration gift or sponsor 
the section top prizes.   
We’re looking for businesses or individuals who would 
like to help us make the Toronto NABC the best bridge 
tournament ever!  
Join us by being a NABC sponsor.  
 
Contact Steve Priebe (fundraising@torontonabc.com) 
or Sally Rewbotham 
(tournamentcoordinator@torontonabc.com) for 
available opportunities. 
 
 
 
 

50/50 Draws 
 

This year we are running a daily 50/50 draw. Tickets 
are $2 each or 3 for $5 or 7 for $10. The draw will be 
made each evening during the evening session.  
 
Make sure you get your tickets. The prize pool may not 
be as large as some of your favourite lotteries but the 
odds are ever so much better! 

(Funds raised to support the Toronto NABC) 
 
 
 
 

Unit 166 Elections 
 

 
 
There are five positions to be filled on the Unit 166 
Board of Directors.  There are 6 nominees for these 
positions so there will be an election this year.   
 
Polling stations will be open at the following times: 
 
11:50AM-12:50PM, 1:50-2:50PM and 5:50-6:50PM 
on Thursday, Friday and Saturday (April 1st-3rd). 
  



 
The candidates are, in alphabetical order: 
 

Flo Belford 

 
I have been the School Bridge Coordinator for over 10 years 
and have served on the Board for several years. My focus is 
to provide a pleasant, enjoyable, and competitive 
atmosphere for all players, have open communication so I 
can respond to your concerns, encourage and support 
our new players, and make wise spending decisions that 
benefit all our members. I would appreciate your support so 
I can continue to work for you. 
 

Sharon Berghaus 

 
I would like to represent the members of Unit 166, and hope 
to be a strong voice for all of you, able to articulate your 
concerns and ideas to the board. 
The various issues that interest you also interest me, and my 
passionate involvement with bridge over the past decade 
allows me to empathize with the many members of 166.  I 
would appreciate your support in this election! 

 
David Halasi 

 
I am asking for your vote this year in the election to help me 
give back to the people of Unit 166, whose generous 
support over years of experience as a tournament player and 
director was always appreciated. I hope to help the Unit by 
making tournaments better, while ensuring that 
players’ interests are represented on the board. 

 
 

 
Suzanne Kosky 

 
I was first elected to the Board in 2008. My greatest 
contribution to date has been the introduction of the Toronto 
I/N Tournament in 2009 - our second I/N Tournament is 
scheduled for 2010.  Opening our own bridge club, Partners, 
has provided me a unique perspective as a member of the 
Board.  I ask for your support so that I can serve a second 
term on the Board and help with the work leading up to the 
Toronto NABC in 2011. 
 

Wanda Pearce 

 
My name is Wanda Pearce and I would like to be your voice 
on Unit 166.  I am a bridge teacher as well as working with 
the board as chairperson at the January Sectional and 
Hospitality chairperson at the Easter Regional.  As a board 
member I feel I can best utilize my experience and 
organizational skill especially with the National quickly 
approaching in 2011. 

 
Leo Upenieks 

 
Leo is an active player at the club level who plays regularly 
at a number of the clubs in our Unit.  He appreciates what 
bridge has done for him and has been an active member of 
our board for the last two years.  He will be honored to 
continue to support our local duplicate bridge playing 
community.   
Leo is currently the Treasurer for our Unit and has 
demonstrated his business acumen by delivering results to 
our Unit at tournaments, operationally and financially. 
Leo is passionate about continuing to build on the strengths 
of our Unit! 
 


